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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to the RCE amendment filed on 12/12/2005. 
This action is made Non-Final. 

2. In the amendment, claims 1-32 have been canceled. Claims 33-63 have been added. 
Claims 33-63 are pending in the case. Claims 33, 51, and 58 are independent claims. 

3. The rejections of claims 1-7, 9-17, 19-27, and 29-32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by DeStefano (Pat.# 6,308,187, 10/23/2001, filed 2/8/1998) have been 
withdrawn as necessitated by the amendment. 

4. The rejections of claims 8, 18, and 28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeStefano, in view of Dobbelaar (Pat. # 6,538,672, 3/25/2003, filed on 
2/7/2000) have been withdrawn as necessitated by the amendment. 



Drawings 



5. 



The drawings filed on 1 1/27/2001 have been approved by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 



6. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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7. Claims 45-46, 57, and 60 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 45-46 recite the verb "may" in lines 1, and 2 
respectively. This language makes the claim vague, because it is not certain whether the 
language should be construed as either/or, or an and embodiment as to whether the limitation is 
carried out or not. Claims 57, and 60 contain similar language as well. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 33-37, 42-44, 47-53, 56, 58-59, and 61-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Kamen et al, hereinafter Kamen (Pat.# 6,421,067, 1/16/2002, filed 
1/16/2000). 

Regarding independent claim 33, Kamen discloses generating an EPG using time slots 
which divide a range of time, such as the division of 7-8pm in half hour slots being represented 
as a 3D object model — receiving a plurality of control parameters, the plurality of control 
parameters including a primary range and units by which to divide the primary range; dividing 
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the primary range into slices based on the units. The time slots are used to display various 
contents, such as pictograms, icons, images, text, etc., --determining a layout arrangement for 
arranging the slices (col. 7, lines 1-47, col. 8, lines 4-67, and col. 10, lines 10-35, fig. 2-2C). 

In addition, Kamen discloses generating, and arranging various icons and pictograms as a 
3D object model. A user is able to fly a virtual camera, and positioning it close up to an object, 
and thus be able to see more details — creating a three-dimensional graphics scene within a 
three-dimensional coordinate space in which to place the slices according to the layout 
arrangement, wherein a virtual camera is assigned a location, an orientation, and a field of 
vision within the three- dimensional coordinate space, (col. 10, lines 10-67, fig. 2-2C). 

Furthermore, Kamen discloses generating, and arranging various icons and pictograms as 
a 3D object model using a 3D graphics accelerator, and the content is displayed as if a user was 
watching from a certain distance. A user is able to fly a virtual camera, and positioning it close 
up to an object, and thus be able to see more details — retrieving records from a content 
distribution database that correspond to one or more of the control parameters; creating three- 
dimensional content particles from the records; positioning the content particles as a collage 
according to the slices within the three-dimensional coordinate space, and displaying the scene. 
(col.10, lines 10-67, fig. 2-2C, col.4, lines 60-col.5, line 3, col.6, lines 11-58). 

Regarding claim 34, which depends on claim 1, Kamen discloses a user entering 
programming an EPG to modify the format of information to be displayed according to the 
user's tastes(col.7, lines 54-col.8, line3, col. 13, lines 14-51). 
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Regarding claim 35, which depends on claim 33, Kamen discloses receiving 
programming an EPG from a broadcaster to be displayed according to the broadcaster's tastes 
(col.7, lines 30-47, col.l, lines 24-47). 

Regarding claim 36, which depends on claim 33, Kamen discloses organizing EPG 
programming in half-hour time slices — sideways manner (col. 8, lines 4-19, fig.2-2C). 

Regarding claim 37, which depends on claim 33, Kamen discloses displaying blocks, and 
pictograms with applied light sources— wherein the three-dimensional coordinate space defines 
a plurality of lights for the three-dimensional graphics scene and the location and orientation for 
each light, (col.7, lines 40-48, col.9, lines 56-col.lO, line4). 

Regarding claim 42, which depends on claim 33, Kamen teaches displaying pictograms 
with 3D geometric surfaces that have different coordinate values, such as a baseball bat an a ball 
(col.7, lines 42-60, col.l 1, lines 1-24, fig.4). 

Regarding claim 43, which depends on claim 33, Kamen teaches displaying pictograms 
with 3D geometric surfaces (col.7, lines 42-60, fig.4). 
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Regarding claim 44, which depends on claim 33, Kamen teaches displaying pictograms, 
such as text graphics, etc., with 3D geometric surfaces (col.7, lines 1-22, 42-60, col. 10, lines 1- 
22, fig.4). 

Regarding claim 47, which depends on claim 33, Kamen teaches a user viewing what's 
being played in other channels by randomly selecting pictograms— (col. 8, lines 22-55, col. 5, 
lines 48-65). 

Regarding claim 48, which depends on claim 38, Kamen teaches a user viewing what's 
being played in other channels by selecting randomly pictograms— (col.8, lines 22-55, col. 5, 
lines 48-65). 

Regarding claim 49, which depends on claim 33, Kamen discloses generating an EPG 
using time slots which divide a range of time, such as the division of 7-8pm in half hour slots 
being represented as a 3D object model — the primary range comprises a time range and 
the limits by which to divide the primary range comprise time slices., (col. 7, lines 1-47, col. 8, 
lines 4-67, and col.10, lines 10-35, fig. 2-2C). 

Regarding claim 50, which depends on claim 33, Kamen discloses generating an EPG 
using time slots which divide a range of time, such as the division of 7-8pm in half hour slots 
being represented as a 3D object model — the collage comprises an electronic program guide 
that identifies shows that are broadcast at specified times. The time slots are used to display 
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various contents, such as pictograms, icons, images, text, etc., (col. 7, lines 1-47, col. 8, lines 4- 
67, and col.10, lines 10-35, fig. 2-2C). 

Claims 51-53, 56 are directed towards an article on a machine-readable medium for 
executing the steps found in claims 33, 36-37, and 44 respectively, and therefore are similarly 
rejected. 

Regarding independent claim 58, Kamen discloses receiving programming an EPG from 
a broadcaster over a network, such as LAN, or WAN— distribution server coupled to a network, 
the distribution server to maintain a content distribution database, the content distribution 
database including electronic content provided by one or more content providers (col. 7, lines 
30-47, col. 1, lines 24-47). 

Furthermore, Kamen teaches displaying the EPG arranged according to time slices, and 
to permit a user to open up a window, magnify, and move (such as moving of a baseball bat to a 
location closer to the viewer) a portion of the EPG to allow better viewing of it (reappearing in a 
magnified fashion)-- personal computing device coupled to the network, the personal computing 
device having a graphical user interface to display the electronic content from the one or more 
content providers, the electronic content to be displayed in the form of a collage according to a 
layout arrangement, wherein items within the collage dynamically fade in and out and then 
reappear elsewhere within the collage to give the collage a dynamic, animated appearance 
(col.8, lines 21-55, col.10, lines 10-67, fig. 2-2C). 
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Regarding claim 59, which depends on claim 58, Kamen discloses displaying blocks, and 
3D pictograms with applied light sources. The pictograms move relative to a virtual viewer- the 
collage is displayed in a three-dimensional graphics scene within a three-dimensional 
coordinate space, the three-dimensional coordinate space including a virtual camera and a 
plurality of lights (col.7, lines 40-48, col.9, lines 56-col.l0, line4). 

Claims 61-63 are directed towards a system for implementing the steps found in claims 
36, 48, and 44 respectively, and therefore are similarly rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 38-41, 54-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kamen, in view of Mugura et al, hereinafter Mugura (USPat.# 6,1 11,614, 8/29/2000). 

Regarding claim 38, which depends on claim 33, Kamen teaches displaying EPG 
programming using text blocks— the unit forms include text fields that define the slices, (col.7, 
lines 10-23, fig.2-2C). Kamen fails to explicitly disclose: creating the three-dimensional 
graphics scene includes creating unit forms representing translucent, grid sheets for each slice, 
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wherein the three-dimensional content particles are placed on unit forms based on the 
appropriate slice. However, Mugura discloses displaying an onscreen menu using various 
transparency levels (col.2, lines 21-44). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
n the art at the time of the invention to combine Kamen, and Mugura, because Mugura teaches 
minimizing the display of the menu to permit the viewing of a broadcast (col.2, lines 31-44, col. 
1, lines 42-51). This would make it a easier for a user to view a program through the onscreen 
menu. 

Regarding claim 39, which depends on claim 38, Kamen teaches displaying EPG 
programming using text blocks— the unit forms include text fields that define the slices, (col.7, 
lines 10-23, fig.2-2C). 

Regarding claim 40, which depends on claim 38, Kamen discloses generating, and 
arranging various icons and pictograms as a 3D object model — the content particles are placed 
within the unit forms in the form of the collage, (col. 10, lines 10-67, fig. 2-2C). 

Regarding claim 41, which depends on claim 38, Kamen teaches to permit a user to open 
up a window, and magnify a portion of the EPG to allow better viewing of it( reappearing in a 
magnified fashion)— the collages are dynamically animated such that the content particles fade 
in and out and reappear in the same location or at a different location on the unit forms (col.8, 
lines 21-55, col. 10, lines 10-67). 
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Claims 54-55 are directed towards an article on a machine-readable medium for 
executing the steps found in claims 38, and 41 respectively, and therefore are similarly rejected. 

12. Claims 45-46, 57, and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kamen. 

Regarding claim 45, which depends on claim 33, Kamen teaches a user displaying 
pictograms with 3D geometric surfaces that have different coordinate values, such as a baseball 
bat an a ball (col.7, lines 1-60, col. 8, lines 21-67, col.10, lines 1-21, colli, lines 1-24, fig.4). 
Kamen fails to explicitly disclose: one or more of the content particles may include an audible 
component, wherein the one or more of the content particles plays audio clips when the virtual 
camera comes into view of the one or more of the content particles. However, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use audio 
along with the pictograms, because Kamen teaches above using pictograms, and videos to make 
it easier for a user to associate the shows with the pictograms. This would make it a lot easier for 
a user to associate the shows not only with a visual clue, but also an audible one. 

Regarding claim 46, which depends on claim 45, Kamen teaches allowing a user to 
select, and display pictograms with 3D geometric surfaces that have different coordinate values, 
such as a baseball bat an a ball (col.7, lines 1-60, col. 8, lines 21-67, col.10, lines 1-21, col. 11, 
lines 1-24, fig.4). Kamen fails to explicitly disclose: the audio clips from the one or more of the 
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content particles may be played when the user gestures for their playback. However, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use audio 
along with the pictograms, because Kamen teaches above using pictograms, and videos to make 
it easier for a user to associate the shows with the pictograms. This would make it a lot easier for 
a user to associate the shows not only with a visual clue, but also an audible one. 

Claim 57 is directed towards an article on a machine-readable medium for executing the 
steps found in claim 45, and therefore is similarly rejected. 

Claim 60 is directed towards system for implementing the steps found in claim 45, and 
therefore is similarly rejected. 

Response to Arguments 

13. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 33-63 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection, the Applicant remarks that neither DeStefano, 
nor Doublelar teach the newly added claims (page 7). The Applicant are directed towards the 
rejection of these claims above as necessitated by the amendment. 
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Conclusion 

I. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Cesar B. Paula whose telephone number is (571) 272-4128. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong, can be reached on (571) 272-4124. However, in such a case, please 
allow at least one business day. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 

obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, go to http ://portal.uspto . gov/external/portal/pair . Should you have any questions about 

access to the Private PAIR system, please contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866 

217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this Action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or faxed to: 

• (703) 703-872-9306, (for all Formal communications intended for entry) 

CESAR MULA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

2/21/06 



